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WHAT IS THE ACED PROGRAM? 

ACED stands for ‘Acceleration’, ‘Challenge’, ‘Enrichment’, and ‘Discovery’ 

– these are the values that underpin Mount Ridley P-12 College’s Select

Entry Academic Program. This program offers places to a limited number

of very capable and committed students who are able to meet the

academic rigors set by the program.

The vision of this program acknowledges that every student is unique, 

and that their learning style is reflective of their individuality. Through 

a process of inquiry, questioning, curiosity and collaboration, students 

are accelerated through their coursework, providing them with a 

challenging learning environment. 

The enrichment component of the program encourages the study of more 

complex and abstract concepts, with a greater emphasis on higher order 

thinking skills. There are a number of opportunities provided to these 

students, including participation in a range of competitions, excursions 

and projects. 

WHO IS THE PROGRAM DESIGNED FOR? 

Accelerated learning is not appropriate for all students.  It is both 

rewarding and demanding, with high expectations and a greater 

classroom workload. The program suits students who want to be 

challenged and who demonstrate capability across academic areas. 

Students are actively encouraged to develop investigative, problem 

solving and creative thinking skills. These skills will extend and engage 

the students, and provide an excellent foundation for further studies. 

For this reason, students that consider themselves naturally curious and 

self-driven are encouraged to apply. We expect, where possible, that 

applicants are performing beyond the expected level for their age. The 

ACED Program is an enrichment program aimed at creating 21st Century 

learners and preparing students to be informed global citizens. 

WHAT DOES THE ACED CLASSROOM LOOK LIKE? 

Effective teachers use evidence of student learning readiness, learning 

progress, and knowledge of individual student learning profiles. This 

enables all students to experience challenge, success, and improved 

learning. 

This is demonstrated in the learning environment when: 

• The structure of lessons aligns with Mount Ridley P-12

College’s Instructional Framework

• New concepts are delivered explicitly

• The learning is scaffolded and modelled through the use of

exemplars and non-exemplars

• Prior knowledge is used to develop testable generalisations

• Various learning styles are catered to through multiple modes of

presentation

• Questioning strategies are purposefully utilised to extend, revise,

reflect, challenge ideas and assumptions, and provide feedback for

both students and teachers

• Multiple opportunities are utilised to provide feedback to

individuals, small groups, and the class as a whole

• Learning is active and purposeful

• Learning acknowledges and utilises a discourse reflective of

specific curriculum.

This is demonstrated when the teacher: 

• Uses pre-assessment of student readiness, interest and learning

profiles to understand individual student’s needs and strengths

• Sets high expectations for all students

• Provides students with realistic, challenging goals, and recognises

effort

• Relies on formative assessment to monitor student learning

progress toward, and beyond, learning goals

• Uses a range of high impact teaching strategies that support

different abilities and ways of thinking and learning

• Sets open-ended tasks that allow students to work at different

levels and pace

• Assesses student work against prior achievements, rather than

against other students’ work

• Links student learning to real-world applications and between

subjects

• Creates an environment where the teacher encourages students to

question the world and the purpose of what is being taught

• Enables connections between key learning areas enabling students

to select and utilise a variety of strategies and methods and

promote analytical thinking and reasoning

• Creates discourse for, and within, learning.

This is demonstrated when the student: 

• Asks informed questions

• Identifies links between different subjects and real-world

applications

• Is empowered to ask for help from staff and peers

• Uses knowledge to problem-solve in a variety of contexts

• Uses multiple learning strategies

• Thinks critically

• Has the resilience to try again

• Reflects on their learning processes, self-assesses, and

acknowledges the impact of effort on achievement

• Is capable of self-regulation and proactively takes control of, and

responsibility for, their own learning

• Can confidently work independently and with others

• Identifies their own strengths and weaknesses, and sets

learning goals based on these

• Is organised and enthusiastic

• Shows justification and reasoning in responses

• Utilises feedback accordingly and seeks improvement.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACED STUDENTS 

The benefits of the ACED program include: 

• The opportunity to work independently and cooperatively with

other similarly minded and highly motivated students

• Access to specialised coaching and a more challenging

learning environment

• The promotion of very high levels of maturity, creativity and

aptitude

• Numerous opportunities for involvement in a range of

enrichment and extension tasks and programs

• An emphasis on higher order thinking, learning and research skills

and an ability to study in areas of specialised interest

• The opportunity to complete their studies in an accelerated

manner and progress directly to tertiary studies

• Greater involvement in student advocacy programs, including

community-based projects.

Enrichment study of more complex and abstract concepts 

• The ACED Program offers a structure for extension by way of

differentiation within the classroom programs

• Greater emphasis on higher order thinking skills

• Opportunities to undertake inquiry projects and personal

development

• Mathematics, Science, English and Humanities competitions

• Tailored excursions/incursions (learning experiences) to build upon

developing in class concepts.

Student-led learning 

• Driven through personal achievement goals created by students,

with support from mentor teachers

• Reflective practices

• Students are actively encouraged to investigate, problem solve, and

think creatively, in order to extend and engage them, providing an

excellent foundation for further studies.

Acceleration of learning 

• In Year 10, where appropriate, students will be course counselled into

a VCE subject

• Opportunity for acceleration into a university subject in Year 12 via La

Trobe’s VCE Plus. Students enrolled in VCE Plus choose a pair of first

year university subjects to study whilst completing Year 12 (one

subject per semester). VCE Plus is offered at all La Trobe campuses and

subjects are delivered online, face to face, or a combination of both.

This provides the opportunity to experience life at La Trobe University.

Students who successfully complete the program have an increment

added to their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).

• Utilising College partnerships with ABCN and Beacon, students work in

conjunction with our business partners to show them what they can be

striving for in the Senior Years and post-secondary school

• Participation in personal development seminars through Success

Integrated.

Skill-based learning as a foundation for VCE studies 

• Students in ACED undertake assessment tasks which gives them the

opportunity to demonstrate their full potential, whilst extending

their skills and knowledge of particular concepts which align with

the curriculum standards.

Independent and collaborative working opportunities 

• Small group work to enhance collaborative learning

• Peer assessment

• Student agency in creating learning tasks

• Presentations and public speaking

• Classroom discussions, where students respect each other’s

opinions and feel comfortable to share their own ideas

• Student-led discussions

• Use of ICT, opportunities for flipped learning, e-Learning within

subjects, and multimodal delivery.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Students in the program have the unique opportunity to join a specialised 

student leadership team. This group supports the College’s student 

advocacy program in developing the leadership qualities of our 

students. However, this program is open only to students enrolled in the 

ACED program and focuses on the establishment of a representative 

group for the ACED student body. 

Through an application process early in the school year, applicants are 

invited to form a student advocacy group. From this stage, ACED student 

leaders are encouraged to apply for the position of ACED Captain, by 

outlining their aims for their captaincy.  

In this program, ACED student leaders are supported by the ACED 

Program Leader and Director of Specialised Programs to develop their 

leadership skills and potential. This includes the development and 

understanding of their own leadership styles and how this influences 

their interactions with others. 

Student Leaders are also encouraged to participate in a range of special 

events, including ACED Information Sessions, assemblies, creating 

promotional material, deliberating on important decisions, and most 

importantly, creating and driving their own action plan.



CURRICULUM STRUCTURE 

The Years 7 to 9 ACED curriculum program mirrors the structure of the mainstream program. Mount Ridley College’s mainstream program boasts a variety 

of immersive subjects to expose all students to a range of different learning areas. These programs are modelled upon the requirements of the Victorian 

Curriculum, offering a comprehensive curriculum from all key learning areas.  

The ACED program will be differentiated to meet the needs of the individuals within the group by a team of dedicated teachers. The program allows for 

deeper examination of the curriculum. Teaching programs are differentiated to extend and challenge students, encouraging them to apply their knowledge 

to real-world situations. Students will remain in the ACED mentor class from their entrance into the program to their completion of Year 12. 

At Year 10, ACED students are encouraged to begin their VCE Program by selecting a VCE Unit 1 and 2 subject. The ACED Mentor teacher and College Learning 

Specialists will assist each student with identifying eligibility and suitability to undertake an accelerated VCE subject. 

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 

At VCE, ACED students will be provided with an opportunity to access a combination of suitable VCE subjects and Early Access to university subjects. This 

will be determined after individual Course Counselling sessions. Students who successfully complete additional subjects at a Unit 3 and 4 level and/or 

University Enhancement Studies have an increment added to their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) and may receive credit toward an 

undergraduate qualification. 

YEAR 11 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 Subject 5 Subject 6 Mentor 

Choice of: 
• English 
• English Literature 

VCE Unit 3 & 4 
subject 

Course Counselled into ‘best fit’ VCE Units 1 and 2 subjects for student skills and 
pathways 

ACED students mentor class 
with tailored program. 

YEAR 12 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 Subject 5 Subject 6 Mentor 

Choice of: 
• English 
• English Literature 

Early Access Tertiary 
Studies OR 
VCE Unit 3 & 4 subject 

VCE Units 3 & 4 subjects Study Session ACED students mentor class 
with tailored program. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 

SUBJECT 
SESSIONS 
PER WEEK 

SUBJECT 
SESSIONS 
PER WEEK 

SUBJECT 
SESSIONS 
PER WEEK 

FULL YEAR SUBJECTS FULL YEAR SUBJECTS FULL YEAR SUBJECTS 

English 5 English 5 English 5 

Mathematics 5 Mathematics 5 Mathematics 5 

Humanities 3 Humanities 2 Humanities 2 

Science 2 Science 3 Science 3 

Mentor 1 Mentor 1 Mentor 1 

Health & Physical 
Education 

3 
Health & Physical 
Education 

3 
Health & Physical 
Education 

3 

Language Studies 
Japanese or Italian 

2 
Language Studies 
Japanese or Italian 

2 
Language Studies 
Japanese or Italian 

2 

SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS 

The Arts 
Performing Arts & 
Art and Design 

2 
The Arts 
Performing Arts & Art 
and Design 

2 
The Arts 
Photo Media 
& Art and Design 

2 

Technology 
Robotics & Design 
Technology 

2 
Technology 
Digital Technology & 
Design Technology 

2 
Technology 
Design Technology 
& Food Technology 

2 

YEAR 10 

CORE SUBJECTS ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

English Mathematics Science Humanities 
(Semester 1) 

Mentor VCE 
Unit 1 & 2 

Languages Health & PE Technology Art 



ACED MENTOR PROGRAM 

ACED boasts a collaborative network for student support, demonstrated through 

a dedicated team of teachers selected to be the ACED mentors. Students remain 

in the same mentor class from their entrance into the program, until the 

completion of their schooling at Year 12, thus allowing students to form and 

strengthen friendships with others in the class. 

Students are nurtured by ACED Teaching staff, mentor teachers and a dedicated 

Leadership team, including ACED Program Leader, Director of Specialised 

Programs and Assistant Principal for Community Engagement. All students have 

daily contact with their ACED mentor teacher and other students within the ACED 

program to consolidate relationships with like-minded students. 

One session per week is allocated to the Mentor curriculum program. The ACED 

Program boasts a unique Mentor program, tailored to meet the specific needs of 

ACED students. These sessions include: 

• Pastoral care

• Team building

• Study plans

• Goals setting

• Organisational skills

• Studying and preparing for

exams/tests

• Self-assessments

• Negotiating curriculum

• Peer relationships

• Developing resilience

• Growth mindset

• General support

• Introspection and reflection

• Managing emotions

• Careers

• Community Projects

• Respectful Relationships

• Values and ethics

• Leadership and Mentoring

• Social Issues

FACILITIES 

The ACED building has been resourced to support the learning needs of 

the ACED cohort. This building features large classroom spaces and a 

range of accessible resources, including ICT facilities and a classroom 

library, available for students to select and borrow a range of texts. 

EXPECTATIONS OF ACED STUDENTS 

As part of taking on a specialised academic program students are 

expected to demonstrate and take part in a range of activities. Students 

in the ACED program should model expected behaviours, advocate for 

extracurricular opportunities within the College, as well as assist in 

building the academic culture at Mount Ridley College. 

Students are provided with a Consistent Consequence guideline. This 

document outlines the consistent processes when expected learning 

behaviours are not met. Some basic expectations are as follows: 

 Students are expected to participate in a range of

extracurricular activities, with a minimum representation in

two or more throughout the year

 Maintain an average GPA of 3.75

 Attendance for school must remain above 85%

 Actively represent the ACED program values and College

values, both within and outside of the College

 Submit all home study and assessments on or before the due

date

Maintain an appropriate level of academic performance, demonstrated 

by academic results and learning behaviours. 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 

The ACED Program is a select-entry program that will expose the 

students involved in a number of opportunities for extension and 

enrichment. As such, a financial contribution of $225 is required for all 

students enrolled into the program.  

Please note that if you fail to make the required payment by the due 

date, your child may be withdrawn from the program.  

The following is a projected breakdown of the costings associated with 

the ACED program: 

Curriculum specific incursions/excursions $100 

ACED Team Building Activities/Camp $100 

CRT contribution cost $15 

Dinner $25 

Portfolio $10 

Total $250 



APPLICATION PROCESS – YEAR 7 (2023) 

The application process for ACED is designed to identify students for 

whom this type of program is appropriate. All of the information gathered 

is used to help select the students who will be best equipped to cope with 

the rigours of an enrichment learning program. 

STEP 1: APPLICATION FORM 

Students hoping to enrol in Year 7 for the following academic year at 

Mount Ridley College are invited to complete an application form for the 

ACED program, available via Mount Ridley College’s website. 

 

. 

•

Applications and supplementary documentation are due via email by 
4:00pm on Tuesday 12th July, 2022. Late or incomplete 

applications will not be accepted 

 

STEP 2: EDUTEST REGISTRATION 

All applicants must register online with EduTest at 

https://aus.edutest.com.au/D/?t=GGN9Z594 by no later 

than 4:00pm on Tuesday 12th July, 2022. A non-refundable 

payment of $88 applies to cover testing and assessment charges. This 

payment is due at the time of online registration. 

STEP 3: REFERENCES 

Information is collected from the student’s primary school, including a 

teacher reference for both external applicants and applicants currently 

enrolled at Mount Ridley P-12 College. 

STEP 4: TESTING 

All applicants that have submitted a timely application are required to 

complete EduTest testing on Friday 22nd July, 2022. Testing will be 

held onsite at Mount Ridley College: 

2-30 Hampton St

Craigieburn

VIC 3064

STEP 5: PORTFOLIO & INTERVIEW 

Upon review of test scores, reports and assessments, applicants will be 

shortlisted. All shortlisted applicants will be asked to submit a 

digital portfolio, including a writing piece, numeracy task, and 

another work sample of choice. The guidelines and submission date 

for the digital portfolio will be provided to each family. 

All applicants will be required to attend an interview at the College, 

accompanied by their parents/guardians. During this interview, students 

and parents will be asked a range of questions. The date and times of 

interviews will be provided to each family. 

STEP 6: SELECTION OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS 

Upon consideration of all components of the application process, all 

applicants will be notified via email correspondence of the outcome of 

their application following the confirmation of enrolment at the College. 

The decision by the College is final. 

APPLICATION  PROCESS - YEARS 8, 9, 10 and 11 

Opportunities for students to join the ACED class following the Year 7 

intake may arise at both mid-year and end-of-year. These positions can 

only be offered if there are positions available within the existing 

classes. Should these opportunities arise, information will be 

communicated via Compass to all currently enrolled students. 

There is a stringent selection process for Years 8-11 applications. 

Students that are interested in applying for a position are required to 

complete and application form and sit aptitude testing in both 

Mathematics and English. Information is confidentially collected from the 

student’s Mentor, English and Mathematics teachers.  Applicants are then 

invited to attend an interview with the Director of Specialised Programs 

and ACED Program Leader. 

Upon consideration of test scores, application, teacher references, reports 

and GPA progress reports, all applicants will be notified via email 

correspondence of the outcome of their application. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Enrichment? 

Enrichment is distinguished from extension in that it refers to the 

broadening of learning opportunities and experiences beyond the regular 

differentiated curricula within classroom teaching programs. 

What is Discovery? 

The ‘Discovery’ component of the program encourages the study of 

complex and abstract concepts, with a greater emphasis on higher order 

thinking skills. There are a number of opportunities provided to these 

students, including participation in a range of competitions, excursions, 

and projects. Discovery enables students to learn independently and 

make sense of the world around them through investigation and relevant 

learning opportunities. 

What is Acceleration? 

Acceleration occurs when students move through the traditional 

curriculum at rates faster than typical to match the level and complexity 

of the curriculum with the readiness and motivation of the student. 

Acceleration allows a student to move through educational programs and 

structures (such as the year-based Victorian Curriculum) at a more rapid 

pace than usual, based on their readiness and motivation.  

It acknowledges that the student has the potential to achieve at a higher 

year level and that further instruction in what has already been mastered 

is not beneficial. Acceleration is for students who have been formally 

assessed as being among the top 2% of their age peers. 

Please Note: Completion of the ACED testing does not automatically 

secure enrolment at Mount Ridley College. 'The Department of 

Education Year 6 to Year 7 Transition: Application for Year 7 

Placement' Form must still be submitted to the Year 6 Coordinator at 

your Primary School. 

mailto:specialisedprograms@mountridleycollege.vic.edu.au
https://aus.edutest.com.au/D/?t=WSF4JEQ0


CONTACT INFORMATION

Hamish Pearce 
Director of Specialised Programs 

Hamish.Pearce@education.vic.gov.au 

 

KEY DATES
Monday 14th March 2022 ACED Year 7 (2021) Applications Open 

Tuesday 12th July 2022 

Online Application Form and supporting documents 

due  via 

EduTest Registration and payment due 

Friday 22nd July 2022 EduTest Online Testing 

November Year 7 Information Evening * 

November  Transition Orientation Day for 2023 Year 7 students * 

* dependent upon direction set by the Department of Education and 

Training regarding the COVID-19 pandemic 

The ACED program acknowledges that every student is unique and has an individual learning style. Through a process 

of inquiry, questioning, curiosity and collaboration, students are accelerated through their coursework and are 

provided with a challenging learning environment. The enrichment component of the program encourages the study 

of more complex and abstract concepts, with a greater emphasis on higher order thinking skills. There are a number 

of opportunities provided to these students, including participation in a range of competitions, excursions, leadership 

opportunities and special projects. 
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Mount Ridley College 

2-30 Hampton Street, Craigieburn, VIC 3064
Tel: (03) 8338 3600 
Fax: (03) 8338 3699 

www.mountridleycollege.vic.edu.au 

Email: mount.ridley.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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