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“THROUGH A PROCESS 

OF INQUIRY, 

QUESTIONING, CURIOSITY 

AND COLLABORATION, 

STUDENTS ARE 

CHALLENGED TO LEARN 

IN AN ENVIRONMENT 

THAT IS SAFE AND 

SUPPORTIVE.” 

F 
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WHAT IS ACED?

ACED stands for ‘Acceleration’, ‘Challenge’, ‘Enrichment’, and ‘Discovery’ – these are the values that underpin Mount 

Ridley P-12 College’s Select Entry Academic Program. This program offers places to a limited number of very capable 

and committed students who are able to meet the academic rigours set by the program.  

The Vision of this program acknowledges that every student is unique, and that their learning style is reflective of 

their individuality. Through a process of inquiry, questioning, curiosity and collaboration, students are accelerated 

through their coursework at a faster pace, providing them with a challenging learning environment.  

The enrichment component of the program encourages the study of more complex and abstract concepts, with a 

greater emphasis on higher order thinking skills. There are a number of opportunities provided to these students, 

including participation in a range of competitions, excursions and projects. 

 

WHAT DOES THE ACED CLASSROOM LOOK LIKE? 

Effective teachers use evidence of student learning readiness, learning progress, and knowledge of individual student 

learning profiles. This enables all students to experience challenge, success, and improved learning.  

This is demonstrated when the teacher:  

 uses pre-assessment of student readiness, 

interest and learning profiles to understand 

individual student’s needs and strengths  

 sets high expectations for all students  

 provides students with realistic, challenging 

goals, and recognises effort  

 relies on formative assessment to monitor 

student learning progress toward and beyond 

learning goals  

 uses a range of high impact teaching strategies 

that support different abilities and ways of 

thinking and learning  

 sets open-ended tasks that allow students to 

work at different levels and paces  

 uses group and targeted interventions to 

remediate learning difficulties  

 assesses student work against prior 

achievements rather than against other 

students’ work 

 links student learning to real-world applications 

and between subjects 

 creates an environment where the teacher 

encourages students to question the world and 

the purpose of what is being taught 

 enables connections between key learning areas 

enabling students to select and utilise a variety 

of strategies and methods and promote 

analytical thinking and reasoning 

 creates discourse for, and within, learning 
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This is demonstrated when the student:  

 asks informed questions 

 identifies links between different subjects and 

real-world applications 

 is empowered to ask for help from staff and 

peers 

 uses knowledge to problem-solve in a variety 

of contexts 

 uses multiple learning strategies 

 thinks critically 

 has the resilience to try again 

 reflects on their learning processes, self-

assesses, and acknowledges the impact of 

effort on achievement 

 is capable of self-regulation and proactively 

takes control of, and responsibility for, their 

own learning 

 can confidently work independently and with 

others 

 identifies their own strengths and weaknesses, 

and sets learning goals based on these 

 is organised, enthusiastic 

 shows justification and reasoning in responses 

 utilises feedback accordingly and seeks paths 

for improvement 

 

This is demonstrated in the learning environment when: 

 the structure of lessons aligns with Mount 

Ridley College’s Instructional Framework 

 new concepts are delivered explicitly 

 the learning is scaffolded and modelled 

through the use of exemplars and non-

examples 

 prior knowledge is used to develop testable 

generalisations  

 various learning styles are catered to through 

multiple modes of presentation 

 questioning strategies are purposefully utilised 

to extend, revise, reflect, challenge ideas and 

assumptions, and provide  feedback for both 

students and teachers 

 multiple opportunities are utilised to provide 

feedback to individuals, small groups, and the 

class as a whole 

 learning is active and purposeful 

 learning acknowledges and utilises a discourse 

reflective of specific curriculum

 

WHO IS THE PROGRAM DESIGNED FOR?

Accelerated learning is not appropriate for all students.  It is both rewarding and demanding, with high expectations 

and a greater classroom workload.  The program suits students who want to be challenged and who demonstrate 

capability across multiple academic areas.  
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Students are actively encouraged to develop investigative, problem solving and creative thinking skills that will extend 

and engage them and which will provide an excellent foundation for further studies. For this reason, students that 

consider themselves naturally curious and self-driven are encouraged to apply. 

We expect, where possible, that applicants are performing beyond the expected level for their age. The ACED Program 

is an enrichment program aimed at creating 21st Century learners, preparing students to be informed global citizens.
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACED STUDENTS 

The benefits of the ACED program include: 

 the opportunity to work independently and cooperatively with other similarly minded and highly motivated 

students; 

 access to specialised coaching and a more challenging learning environment; 

 the promotion of very high levels of maturity, creativity and aptitude; 

 numerous opportunities for involvement in a range of enrichment and extension tasks and programs; 

 an emphasis on higher order thinking, learning and research skills and an ability to study in areas of 

specialised interest; 

 the opportunity to complete their studies in an accelerated manner and progress directly to tertiary studies; 

 greater involvement in Student Leadership Programs, including Community-Based Projects. 

 

 

Enrichment study of more complex and abstract concepts 

 The ACED Program offers a structure for extension by way of differentiation within the classroom programmes 

 Greater emphasis on higher order thinking skills 

 Opportunities to undertake various competitions, projects and personal development  

 Maths, Science, English and Humanities competitions  

 Study groups 

 Tailored excursions/incursions (learning experiences) to build upon developing concepts in class concepts 

 

 

Skill-based learning as a foundation for VCE studies 

 Which skills are taught to set the foundation for VCE? Can we pin point these or what would we like to 

focus on? 

 Students in ACED undertake assessment tasks which given them opportunity to demonstrate their full potential 

extending their skills and knowledge of particular concepts which align with the curriculum standards  
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Acceleration of learning  

 In Year 10, where appropriate, students will be course counselled into a VCE subject 

 Opportunity for acceleration into a university subject in Year 12 - the Higher Education Studies Program - 

which offers high-achieving VCE students the opportunity to study at a university as part of their VCE studies. 

Eligible students can complete one or more first year university subjects in a wide range of areas. Students 

who successfully complete the program have an increment added to their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 

(ATAR). 

 Utilising College partnerships with universities to show students what they can be striving for in the senior 

school and post-secondary school  

 

 

Involvement in Student Leadership Programs and Community Projects 

 High Resolves 

 Community placement  

 Student Leadership in ACED  

 Action plans will direct leadership focus  

 Opportunities for buddy/mentorship programs with other year levels 

 

 

Independent and collaborative working opportunities 

 Small group work to enhance collaborative learning 

 Peer assessment 

 Student input into creation of learning tasks 

 Presentations and public speaking 

 Classroom discussions, where students respect each other’s opinions and feel comfortable to share their own 

ideas 

 Student-led discussions 

 Use of ICT, opportunities for flipped learning, e-Learning within subjects, and multimodal delivery 

 

 

Student-led learning  

 Driven through personal achievement goals created by students, with support from mentor teachers 

 Reflective practices 

 Students are actively encouraged to investigate, problem solve, and think creatively, in order to extend and 

engage them, providing an excellent foundation for further studies. 
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LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Students in the program have the unique opportunity to join a specialised leadership team. This group supports the 

College’s student voice program in developing the leadership qualities of our students. However, this program is open 

only to students enrolled in the ACED program and focuses on the establishment of a representative body for the 

ACED student body. 

Through an application process early in the school-year, applicants are invited to form a student leadership group. 

From this stage, ACED student leaders are encouraged to apply for the position of captain for their particular year 

level, by outlining their aims for their captaincy. The cohort then votes to fill the positions of Captain and Vice-

Captain of each year level. 

In this program, ACED student leaders are supported by the ACED Program Leader and Director of Specialised Programs 

to develop their leadership skills and potential. This includes the development and understanding of their own 

leadership styles and how this influences their interactions with other.  

Student Leaders are also encouraged to participate in a range of special events, including ACED Information Sessions, 

assemblies, creating promotional material, deliberating on important decisions, and most importantly, creating and 

driving their own action plan. 

All ACED students will also have the opportunity to develop their personal leadership skills through an ACED buddy 

program, aimed at increasing community engagement and collaboration with a range of different groups.  

 

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE - YEARS 7 TO 12 

 

The Years 7 to 9 ACED curriculum program mirrors the structure of the mainstream program. Mount Ridley 

College’s mainstream program boasts a variety of immersive subjects to expose all students to a range of different 

learning areas. These programs are modelled upon the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum, offering a 

comprehensive curriculum from all key learning areas. These subjects vary in length, including both yearly and 

semester-based subjects to ensure that students can access as many potential learning areas as possible.  

The ACED program is differentiated to meet the needs of the individuals within the group by a team of dedicated 

teachers. The program allows for deeper examination of the curriculum and breadth of concepts. Teaching and 

learning programs are differentiated to extend and challenge students, encouraging them to apply their knowledge 

to real-world situations. 

The curriculum program allows for students to extend their knowledge in a range of different areas: 
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At Year 10, ACED students will be provided access to VCE Unit 1 and 2 subjects. ACED students must have a 

total of 12 units to create their learning program. 

Year 10 

English Mathematics VCE  
Unit 1 & 2 

Mentor Science Humanities HPE Tech Arts Languages 

‘Head 
Start’ 

English 
as an 
ACED 
class 

Choice of: 

 Advanced 

 Core  

 VCE 
Further 
Units 1/2 

Course 
Counselled 
into ‘best 
fit’ subject 

ACED 
students 
mentor 
class. 

ACED students must select 1 
semester unit from each of 

these Key Learning Areas but 
no more than 3 units over the 

whole year.  
(3 units)  

Optional 
units for 
ACED 
students. A 
maximum of 
3 units from 
these 
learning 
areas can be 
selected 
over the 
whole year.  

 Advanced 
Italian 

 Advanced 
Japanese  
 
(If selected 
must be 
taken as a 
year-long 
subject) Compulsory year-long subjects  

(6 units in total) 

 

YEAR 7 WEEKLY 
PROGRAM 

 
YEAR 8 WEEKLY 

PROGRAM  
YEAR 9 WEEKLY 

PROGRAM 

SUBJECT 
SESSIONS 
P/WEEK 

 SUBJECT SESSIONS 
P/WEEK 

 SUBJECT 
SESSIONS 
P/WEEK 

FULL YEAR SUBJECTS  FULL YEAR SUBJECTS  FULL YEAR SUBJECTS 

English 5  English 5  English 5 

Mathematics 5  Mathematics 5  Mathematics 5 

Humanities 3  Humanities 2  Humanities 2 

Science 2  Science 3  Science 3 

Mentor 1  Mentor 1  Mentor 1 

Health & Physical 
Education 

3  
Health & Physical 

Education 3  Health & Physical 
Education 

3 

Language 

Japanese or Italian 
2  

Language 

Japanese or Italian 
2  Language 

Japanese or Italian 
2 

SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS  SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS  SEMESTER-BASED SUBJECTS 

The Arts 

Performing Arts & 
Visual Art 

2  

The Arts 

Performing Arts & 

Art and Design 

2  
The Arts 

Photo Media 

& Art and Design 

2 

Technology 

Robotics & Textiles 
2  

Technology 

Digital Technology 

& Woodwork 

2  
Technology 

Metal Technology 
& Food Technology 

2 
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Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 

At VCE, ACED students will be provided with an opportunity to access a combination of suitable VCE subjects 

and Early Access to university subjects. This will be determined after individual Course Counselling sessions. 

Students who successfully complete additional subjects at a Unit 3 and 4 level and/or University Enhancement 

Studies have an increment added to their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) and may receive credit 

toward an undergraduate qualification. 

 

Year 11 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 Subject 5 Subject 6 Mentor 

Choice of: 

• English 

• English 

Literature 

VCE Unit 3 & 4 subject  Course Counselled into ‘best fit’ subjects for student 

skills and pathways 

ACED 

students 

mentor 

class with 

tailored 

program. 

 

 

Year 12 

Subject 1 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 4 Subject 5 Subject 6 Mentor 

Choice of: 

• English 

• English 

Literature 

University 

Enhancement 

Subject 

OR 

VCE Unit 3 & 4 

subject  

Study 

Session 

VCE Units 3 & 4 subjects ACED 

students 

mentor 

class with 

tailored 

program. 

Students will remain in the ACED mentor class from their entrance into the program to their completion of 

Year 12. 

ACED MENTOR PROGRAM 

ACED boasts a collaborative network for student support network, demonstrated through a dedicated team of 

teachers selected to be the ACED mentors. Students remain in the same mentor class from their entrance into 

the program, until the completion of their schooling at Year 12, thus allowing students to form and strengthen 

friendships with others in the class. 
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 Students are managed by ACED Teaching staff, mentor teachers and a dedicated Leadership team 

including ACED Program Leader, Director of Specialised Program and Assistant Principal for Community 

Engagement 

 Students have regular contact with their ACED mentor teacher 

 Students have buddies within the ACED program building relationships with like-minded students 

 Each group of students at the College is assigned a Mentor Teacher who is their main contact person. 

The basic principles of Mentor sessions include:  

 Pastoral care 

 Team building  

 Study plans 

 Goals setting 

 Organisational skills 

 Studying and preparing for 

exams/tests 

 Self-assessments 

 Negotiating curriculum 

 Peer relationships 

 Developing Resilience 

 Growth mindset 

 General support 

 Introspection and Reflection 

 Managing emotions 

 

FACILITIES 

All ACED classes are housed in the dedicated ACED building. This building features large classroom spaces, a designated 

ACED study centre, and a range of accessible resources, including ICT facilities and a classroom library, available for 

students to select and borrow a range of texts. 

The study centre is open each morning and three lunchtimes per week, providing students with a space to complete 

individual study, work on their homestudy, or collaborate with other ACED students on special projects. There are 

computers available for use in this space. 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF ACED STUDENTS 

As part of taking on a specialised academic program students are expected to demonstrate and take part in a 

range of activities. Students in the ACED program should model expected behaviours, advocate for extracurricular 

opportunities within the College, as well as assist in building the academic culture at Mount Ridley College.  

Listed below is an outline of the expectations of ACED students:  
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 Students are expected to participate in a range of extracurricular activities, with a minimum representation 

in 2 or more throughout the year 

 Students maintain an average GPA of 3.5 

 Attendance for school must remain above 85% 

 Actively represent the ACED program standards and College values, both within and outside of the College  
 

APPLICATION PROCESS – YEAR 7 

The application process for ACED is designed to identify students for whom this type of program is appropriate.  All 

of the information gathered is used to help select the students who will be best equipped to cope with the rigours 

of enrichment learning program. 

 

STEP 1: Students enrolling at Year 7 for the following 

academic year at Mount Ridley College are encouraged 

to complete an application form for the ACED program. 

Completion of an application form must be 

accompanied by copies of the following required 

documentation: 

 Grade 5 NAPLAN results 

 Grade 5, Semester 2 report 

 Grade 6, Semester 1 report (if available) 

 Parent Assessment Form 

 Student Assessment Form 

Applications are due directly to the College at the Main 

Administration Office on the same date as Year 7 

enrolment forms. 

 

STEP 2: Applicants will be invited to complete an 

academic selection test at the College. All students that 

submit a timely application will be invited to complete 

this test and parents will be notified when this will 

occur.  

 A $40 non-refundable contribution applies to 

cover external testing and assessment charges. 

This payment is due with application forms. 

 

STEP 3: Information is collected from the student’s 

primary school, including a teacher reference for both 

external applicants and Mount Ridley College applicants. 

 

STEP 4: Once test scores, reports and all assessments 

have been reviewed, shortlisted students will be invited 

to attend an interview alongside their parents. In this 

interview, students and parents will be asked a range 

of questions and students will be required to present 

a portfolio of their work. 

 The date and times of interviews will be 

provided to each individual. 

 

STEP 5: Upon consideration of all products of the 

application process, all applicants will be notified via 

mail correspondence of the outcome of their application 

following the confirmation of enrolment at the College. 

The decision by the College is final. 

 
Please note: sitting for the ACED test does not automatically 

secure enrolment at Mount Ridley College. “The Department of 

Education Year 6 to Year 7 Transition: Application for Year 7 

Placement” Form must still be submitted to the Year 6 

Coordinator at your Primary School. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS – YEARS 8, 9 & 10 

Opportunities for students to join the ACED class following the Year 7 intake may arise at both mid-year and end-

of-year. These positions can only be offered if there are positions available within the classes. These opportunities are 

communicated to students and families via Compass and the College website. 

 

STEP 1: Communication of opportunities via Compass 

and College website. Students to download an 

application form from Compass or collect a hardcopy 

from their mini-school office or the ACED building. 

 

STEP 2: Application forms submitted to ACED Program 

Leader by the due date. 

 

STEP 3: Applicants will be invited to complete testing 

for Mathematics and English. 

 

STEP 4: Information is confidentially collected from the 

student’s Mentor, English and Mathematics teachers.  

STEP 5: (Note – this step is dependent upon the 

number of applicants) - Applicants are invited to attend 

an interview with the Director of Specialised Programs 

and ACED Program Leader and complete an academic 

tracking booklet. 

 

STEP 6: Upon consideration of test scores, application, 

teacher references, reports and GPA progress reports, 

all applicants will be notified via mail correspondence 

of the outcome of their application following the 

confirmation of enrolment at the College. 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 

The ACED Program is a select-entry program that will expose the students involved in a number of opportunities 

for extension and enrichment. As such, a financial contribution of $200 is required for all students enrolled into 

the program. Please note that if you fail to make the required payment by the due date, your child may be 

withdrawn from the program. 

The following is a projected breakdown of the costings associated with the ACED program: 

Dinner  $25 

Portfolio  $10 

Orientation Excursion  $35 

Curriculum specific incursion/excursion $100  

CRT contribution cost  $30 
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FAQ     

What is Extension? 

Extension refers to the deepening of understanding offered to students in specific subject areas through 

differentiated curricula within classroom teaching programmes. 

 

What is Enrichment?  

Enrichment is distinguished from extension in that it refers to the broadening of learning opportunities and 

experiences beyond the regular differentiated curricula within classroom teaching programmes. 

‘the action of improving or enhancing the quality or value of something’.  

 

What is Acceleration?  

Acceleration occurs when students move through the traditional curriculum at rates faster than typical to match the 

level and complexity of the curriculum with the readiness and motivation of the student. 

‘increase in speed or rate’. 

Acceleration allows a student to move through educational programs and structures (such as the year-based 

Victorian Curriculum) at a more rapid pace than usual, based on their readiness and motivation. It acknowledges 

that the student has the potential to achieve at a higher year level and that further instruction in what has 

already been mastered is not beneficial. Acceleration is for students who have been formally assessed as being 

among the top 2% of their age peers. 

 

What is Discovery?  

The discovery component of the program encourages the study of complex and abstract concepts, with a greater 

emphasis on higher order thinking skills. There are a number of opportunities provided to these students, including 

participation in a range of competitions, excursions, and projects. Discovery enables students (with support) to learn 

independently and make sense of the world around them through investigation and relevant learning opportunities. 

This can take in the everyday class room and learning experiences. It moves outside of explicit teaching and place 

the learning emphasis back on the student with the teacher as the facilitator. Learning opportunities need to be 

rich, engaging and pose problems. 
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Lorena Folino 

ACED Program Leader 

Folino.Lorena.L@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Amanda Chircop 

Director of Specialised Programs 

Chircop.Amanda.A@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Mount Ridley P-12 College 

2-30 Hampton Street 

Craigieburn, Victoria 3064 

Ph: (03) 8338 3600 

mount.ridley.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 

http://www.mountridleycollege.vic.edu.au/ 
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