
Welcome newsletter 
College Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to the 2018 school year in which we celebrate our tenth anniversary of providing 

education for the local community.  Many significant changes have occurred since our  

inaugural year of operation when we opened our doors to 115 students and 14 staff and 

occupied 3 main buildings.  Throughout the past 10 years, our students and staff numbers 

have grown significantly, along with the expansion of our curriculum programs and     

physical facilities.  In serving the needs of our students and community we have expended 

considerable time and resources into providing the best possible teaching and learning 

programs aimed at developing the full potential of our students so that they can take their 

place in society as informed, responsible and active citizens.  To commemorate our 10 

years of achievements, we will be holding a number of celebratory events.  I hope you will 

be able to join me in the festivities throughout the year. 

The year has commenced very smoothly with students settling into routines and their 

learning.  Much work has gone into preparing for the start of the year.  I would like to take 

the opportunity of acknowledging the work of our teaching and support staff in organising 

the necessary curriculum programs, administrative systems, resources and facilities for 

our students. 

This is the first opportunity since the release of the 2017 VCE results and Tertiary entrance 

offers to confirm our students’ achievements.  Once again 99% of our students             

satisfactorily completed their VCE.  Our Dux of the College, Sherwin Furtado, achieved an 

ATAR of 94.75 – a great personal achievement.  MRC’s median VCE study score         

remained on par with our neighbourhood schools.  From a pathways perspective, 88% of 

students received a first round VTAC offer into University or TAFE, whilst 12% of students 

have confirmed employment, apprenticeships, traineeships, are seeking employment or 

taking a gap year.  On behalf of the College community, I wish our 2017 graduating class 

every success in their future endeavours. 

We welcome the following new staff members for 2018: 

Teaching Staff:  Elanur Akgoz, Petroula Bakalis, Bianca Bertolacci, Shelley Bertolini, Nola 

Blance, Kasandra Bogdanoska, Cressida Byrne, Stephanie Carey, Nicole Corsetti, Patrizia 

De Santis, Jessie D’Mello, Judith Egli, Carla Gangi, Anamaria Gheorgiu, Rebecca Gooch-

Andrew, Adriana Iacono, Megan James, Burcu Kaya, Amy Lord, Samantha McColl,     

Lauren Meath, Jessica Michienzi, Jo Mitchell, Laura Nash, Daryl Nayler, Ann Ng, Shelby 

O’Donnell, Maye Saad, Kelly Sidhu, Narelle Sykes, Glenn Todd, Naomi Toman, Luisa  

Tuitupou, Asir Tutuncu, Hao Wang and Kirstie Wilson. 

 

Education Support Staff:  Anna Beall, Megan Chapman, Rebecca Cosentino, Mary   

Coslovich, Kate O’Connell, Melissa Parkinson, Pina Persico, Seher Saylak, Katrina   

Tsoutsoulis and Jade Westergaard.   

Trainee:  James Orchard 

We also welcome back Terri Allan, Vanessa Davies, Rebecca Foulds, Tiziana Giuliano, 

Chloe Kaeding, Katrina Pumpa and Rebecca Ramondetta from family leave.   

For your reference a copy of our Communication Directory has been posted on Compass 

to assist you when contacting the College.  The Communication Directory can also be 

found on our website under the ‘Contact’ tab. 

As advised late last year, the Assistant Principal responsibilities for 2018 have been     

revised in line with the College’s teaching and learning priorities; student engagement 

goals and community and business partnership projects.  Their responsibilities can be 

summarised as follows: 

 

Linda Blakis Curriculum/Professional Practice (P-12) 

Helen Casey Community Engagement (P-12) 

Kristina Heffernan Student Engagement/Wellbeing (P-12) 

Tony Mordini College Operations/Transition/Prep – Years Mini School Operations 

Con Stamatelatos Accountability/Student Pathways/Years 8 – 12 Mini School Operations 



Over the December/January holiday break we took the opportunity to complete some project work around 

the College.  This included refurbishment of the Wilsby building so as to accommodate our new STRETCH 

teaching program; re-painting of the Ardsley building which will now be used to facilitate our ACED program; 

external landscaping and paving; the fit-out of additional staff workrooms; the replacement of student       

furniture in some of our classrooms; and the addition of audio visual equipment into six of our teaching  

spaces. 

We ask that you remind your children about pedestrian safety around the College.  This includes using all 

available crossings and obeying the instructions of the crossing supervisors. It is also timely to remind      

parents that staff are rostered on from 8:40am until 3:30pm to supervise students in the yard before and after 

school.  To ensure peace of mind, parents are strongly encouraged to drop off and pick up their children 

within these times.  Student safety remains a priority at all times.  Please take care around the College when 

dropping off and picking up your children.  We are all aware of the traffic congestion at the commencement 

and finish of the school day, however we ask that common sense prevails and sensible practices are    

adopted to ensure the safety of all students of our College.  It is extremely important to model good road 

safety behaviour to our children as they often learn from our adult behaviours.   

Our newsletter is a major means of communication with parents so we encourage you to take the time to 

read it and familiarise yourself with current events.  The newsletter is produced fortnightly and is uploaded to 

our website and our Parent Portal, COMPASS.  Parents are urged to ensure that we have their current    

preferred email address to receive the link to the newsletter.  Please advise the Main Administration Office 

immediately of any change of residential or email address and phone numbers.   

Student photographs will be taken for Years 5 – 12 students on Thursday 15
th
 February and Prep – Year 4 

students on Thursday 22
nd

 February.  Photo envelopes will be handed out to students on Monday, 5
th
      

February.  Information on how to order photographs is contained further in this newsletter and will be posted 

on Compass as well.  Parents are encouraged to order online.   

All new families to MRC will have received a letter with individual usernames and passwords to access the 

COMPASS Parent Portal.  If you have misplaced your username and password, please contact the Main 

Administration Office to assist you.   

Students should be wearing the summer uniform in Term 1.  Sports uniform should only be worn on your 

child’s sport day.  A list of sport days for each mentor class is contained within this newsletter.  Your child ’s 

timetable is also available on Compass. 

I wish all our students and parents the very best for 2018 and look forward to seeing many of you at various 

events throughout the year, including our upcoming Meet and Greet BBQ on Thursday February 22. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Lino Pagano 

College Principal 

 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE, AMBULANCE COVER AND       

PRIVATE PROPERTY BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 

Parents and guardians are reminded that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not provide        

personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students.  Parents and guardians of  students, who do not have      

student accident/insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 

students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs. 

The DET cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or 

ambulance cover.  Insurance policies can be purchased from commercial insurers. 

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not accept 

any responsibility for any loss or damage.  This can      include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment 

and cars parked on school premises.  As the DET does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools 

and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property, students and staff are discouraged from    

bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school. 



Year 7 and Year 10           

vaccinations in 2018 
 

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to 
Year 7 and 10 students. These vaccines provide protection 
against:  

Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one 
dose for Year 7 students 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for Year 7       
students 

Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for Year 10 students 

Parents/guardians of Years 7 and 10 students should look out for 
the vaccine consent card booklet coming home from school with 
your child this term. You need to read the information, complete 
and return the card regardless of whether your child is being      
vaccinated at school. 

The Hume City Council immunisation service may contact you 
about the Secondary School Vaccine Program. Schools are        
authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to      
local councils for this purpose. Contact the school by 28 February 
2018 if you do not want your contact details given to the Hume City 
Council immunisation service.  

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the 
vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or how you can      
prepare your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au 

Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding             
vaccinations for all children under 20 years who missed scheduled 
vaccines. If students have missed vaccines, either in childhood or 
adolescence, and require catch-up vaccines, they should speak 
with their immunisation provider. (ie. local council or GP). 



TERM DATES 2018 

Term 1   

Monday January 29—Thursday March 29  

Term 2   

Monday April 16 – Friday June 29 

Term 3   

Monday July 16 – Friday September 21 

Term 4   

Monday October 8 – Friday December 21 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

Monday 29th January  

Tuesday 30th January  

Wednesday 23rd May  

Friday 24th August 

Monday 5th November  
 

Variations to the school day will occur for some students throughout the year.  These 

days will be communicated through the College newsletter and Compass.  Students do 

not attend school on these days. 

BELL TIMES 
In line with structural changes at the College the following bell times will apply for 2016. 

2018 TERM DATES, CURRICULUM DAYS and 
BELL TIMES  

Preparation/Locker time  

Mentor Session 

  8:50am 

  9:00am 

- 

- 

  9:00am 

  9:09am 

Session 1   9:10am - 10:10am 

Session 2 10:10am - 11:10am 

Recess break 11:10am - 11:30am 

Session 3 11:30am - 12:30pm 

Session 4 12:30pm -   1:30pm 

Lunch break 

Lunch eating time (Prep—Year 4) 

  1:30pm 

  1:30pm 

-   2:10pm 

  1:40pm 

Session 5   2:10pm -   3:10pm 

  

Dismissal time:  3:10pm 



     Early Years                    Junior Years                       Middle Years 

 

 

Prep A T, F 

Prep B T, F 

Prep C T, F 

Prep D T, F 

Prep E T, F 

2/1A M, Th 

2/1B M, Th 

2/1C M, W 

2/1D M, W 

2/1E M, F 

2/1F M, F 

2/1G T, F 

2/1H T, F 

2/1I M, W 

2/1J M, W 

2/1K T, F 

3/4A Th, F 

3/4B Th, F 

3/4C T, Th 

3/4D T, Th 

3/4E M, W 

3/4F M, W 

3/4G W, Th 

3/4H W, Th 

3/4I W, Th 

3/4J W, Th 

3/4K T, F 

5/6A M, T 

5/6B M, Th 

5/6C M, Th 

5/6D M, Th 

5/6E M, T 

5/6F T, Th 

5/6G M, F 

5/6H T, Th 

5/6I M, F 

5/6J W, F 

5/6K W, F 

7A T, F 

7B T, F 

7C M, Th 

7D T, F 

7E T, F 

7F M, W 

7G M, W 

7H W, F 

7I W, F 

7J W, F 

7K Th, F 

7L W, F 

8A T, F 

8B T, F 

8C Th, F 

8D M, Th 

8E M, Th 

8F T, W 

8G W, F 

8H W, Th 

8I Th, F 

8J Th, F 

8K T, Th 

9A M, W 

9B M, W 

9C T, W 

9D M, F 

9E M, F 

9F T, F 

9G M, Th 

9H M, Th 

9ES Th, F 

Senior Years students should refer to their individual student timetable 



Parents, please come to our  

Meet and Greet BBQ! 

 

When: February 22nd 2018 

Time: 3:10pm-5:00pm 

  

What: A great opportunity for you to come along and meet your child’s 
teachers, have a look around the learning spaces, find out your child’s 

timetable and routine and also swap contact information with your 
child’s teacher. 

  

ICT SUPPORT WITH COMPASS from 3:20pm in the LRC (main campus) 

PARENT SUPPORT WORKSHOPS from 3:40 in the Landale building (main 
campus): 

Learn tips to help your child in the following subjects: 

ENGLISH: from 3:40-4:00 

MATHS: 4:05-4:25 

LANGUAGES: 4:30-4:50 

  

 

 

FREE BBQ from 3:45pm  
in the  

canteen areas 
 (both campuses) 







IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR STUDENTS USING PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

From 1 January, 2018 the PTV School Student ID and Student Pass            

application form will no longer be available from stations and PTV hubs. 

To apply for a PTV School Student ID an application form can be downloaded 

from ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/fares/concession/students 

Applications can be processed at metropolitan premium stations (some     

stations may not be able to process forms on weekdays before 9:30am and 

between 3:30pm to 6pm).   

PTV can not accept school issued student ID cards for travel on public 

transport.  This is because many ID cards issued by schools have varying  

information and no expiry date. 

Child Myki 

A reminder that from 30 January 2017, the child age range changed to 5 to 

18 years inclusive. 

This means students can use a Child myki until they’re 18, up from 16.  If a 

student has a Concession myki they can continue to use this, it gives them 

the same concession fare as a Child myki. 

When in school uniform students won’t be asked for proof of age.  However, 

when not in school uniform, 17 and 18 year olds may be asked to show proof 

of eligibility. 

Authorised Officers will accept the following proof of age IDs: 

 PTV School Student ID  

 Drivers Licence  

 Learners Permit 

 Proof of Age card (vcglr.vic.gov.au/community-services/proof-age) 

 Passport 

myki registration 

PTV strongly recommends that students register their myki online at 

ptv.vic.gov.au or by calling 1800 800 007.   

For more information on student concessions and passes go to  

ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/fares/concession/students 

ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/fares/concession/students
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/fares/concession/students


8th February Junior Years Assembly—Main Gym 

2:10pm—3:10pm  parents welcome 

9th February Early Years Assembly    Early Years Gym     2:10pm—3:10pm       

parents welcome 

15th February Junior, Middle and Senior Years Photos 

19th February  Years 5—12 Swimming Carnival  

20th February College Council 6pm 

22nd February  Early Years Photos 

22nd February  Meet and Greet BBQ 3:10—5pm 

23rd February Early Years Assembly    Early Years Gym     2:10pm—3:10pm       

parents welcome 

9th March Early Years Athletics Day 

9th March Early Years Assembly    Early Years Gym     2:10pm—3:10pm       

parents welcome 

12th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

13th March Years 5—12 Athletics Carnival  

15th March Junior Years Assembly—Main Gym 

2:10pm—3:10pm  parents welcome 

20th March College Council 6pm 

21st March Harmony Day 

23rd March Early Years Assembly    Early Years Gym     2:10pm—3:10pm       

parents welcome 

28th March P—12 weShare Parent, Teacher, Student interviews 1pm—

8pm 

29th March Last day of Term 1—students will be dismissed at 2:30pm 


