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Dear Parents and Guardians,

The last fortnight has seen many events taking place at the College. These have included Step Up programs for our senior students, 
the ACED Awards dinner, our Middle Years Certificate ceremony for our Year 9 students, Orientation days for Years Prep to Year 
7, Year 4 Graduation and Junior Years final assembly. Our Step Up programs in all year levels have now been completed and we 
turn our attention to the activities program which will be operating from Monday, December 16  to Wednesday, December 18, for 
our Prep to Year 9 students. With the school year finishing on Friday, December 20 at 1 pm, we understand that some families may 
choose to start their holidays a little earlier. We ask that you contact the College and speak to the relevant Mini School Officer to  
advise your child’s attendance. You can also enter your child’s absences on Compass or alternatively you can call the student 
absence line on 8338 3636. Please also note that the Canteen will be closed from Monday, December 16, until the new year.

Last Saturday, we held the College’s annual second hand text book sale. With parents lining up early we had the majority of text 
books sold by 11 am. Thank you and well done to Ms Aneil Eishoei for organising this event and to our senior student leaders and 
staff who volunteered their time to make this project a success.

VCE results for our Years 11 and 12 students who completed Units 3 and 4 subjects this year were released yesterday. Once again, 
students undertaking these subjects have been rewarded by their commitment and high levels of engagement in learning. At the 
same time, our VCAL students have been busily organising themselves into apprenticeships and traineeships, as well as  
investigating possibilities for further education. The whole school community is looking forward to celebrating the achievements of 
our Year 12 students. Year 12 students requiring assistance for re-selection of pathways and courses for next year are encouraged 
to contact the College’s Pathways team as soon as possible. The Pathways office will be open on Saturday, December 14, from 9 
am - 12 noon to assist students with change of preferences.  

Our PFA bumper Christmas raffle will be held at our final College assembly on Wednesday, December 18 in the Main Gym,  
commencing at 9:30 am. I look forward to seeing many parents and carers at this important annual event.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our PFA members and Parent Helpers for their contributions to the College this year.  I would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank our local community for donating the prizes for the raffle.

I also wish to acknowledge Mrs Mary-Anne Schmidt, College Council President, and our College Councillors who have given  
generously of their time for the betterment of the College. In 2019, College Council’s commitment to significantly enhance the  
College’s facilities has resulted in completion of our second gymnasium and surrounding landscaping; design alterations to the 
Brighton building, including re-development of the Team Leaders’ Office; expansion of our CCTV network; automation of the main 
entrance doors to the Willandra building; extension of the Early Years LRC, along with the refurbishment of the main LRC; external 
landscaping leading up to and around the Willandra building; installation of external seating; basketball rings and a futsal court at 
the front end of the Paddington building; construction of a new VCAF area; creation of additional basketball and downball courts; 
and the commencement of refurbishment works on the Paddington building.

Our team of dedicated teachers and support staff has done a wonderful job in meeting the learning needs of students this year.  
Their unwavering belief and commitment to our learning community ensures that our College motto of “Preparing Today’s Students 
for Tomorrow’s Opportunities” is truly alive. Words of thanks alone cannot express my gratitude for their work in making each day of 
learning an exciting and challenging adventure for our students.

This year Student Leadership has continued to play a significant role in the daily life of the College.  As globally minded young  
people, our students have taken on many responsibilities across the Mini Schools from organising and running assemblies to taking 
on a variety of community projects. Our College Captains, Alixandra Colafella and Fathia Rasyidi, have shown a strong  
commitment and purpose in leading their peers and connecting them with the world around them. I am extremely proud of all our 
student leaders and their willingness to not only represent the College, but also provide ongoing feedback about our teaching and 
learning programs.

Continued next page >
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At this time of the year it is always my pleasure to announce the following student recipients of the 2020 scholarships: 

 Prep - Year 7:   
   • Rimsha Ali 
   • Katrin Devendren 
   • Ethina Kana 
   • Jedrick Martin-Francisco 
   • Onali Sirisena 
   • Muqatl Unais Ameen.

I look forward to presenting these students with their Certificates of Acknowledgement at a special ceremony attended by parents 
and sponsors early next year. I also take this opportunity to thank all the students who applied for scholarships this year. There were 
many applications and I commend you for applying and encourage you to apply again next year.

In anticipation of next year’s Start Up program, please note that we will have our Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 and 12 students  
commence classes on Thursday, January 30, whilst our Prep students commence classes on Friday, January 31.  
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will undertake Ready to Learn interviews over these two days with their formal classes  
commencing on Monday, February 3.

A combination of factors including geographical location, promotion, transfer to other schools, the conclusion of employment  
contracts, travel, leave and staff pursuing alternative employment opportunities will result in some of our current teachers and  
support personnel leaving the College at the end of the year. Thank you to the following staff members for their contributions to 
Mount Ridley College over the course of their employment: Mr Andrew Adorno, Mr Andrew Barresi, Ms Alannah Barua,  
Ms Amy Bennett, Ms Liss Belmont, Ms Tanya Borton, Ms Taylah Calvert, Ms Robyn Coghlan, Mr Daryl Croke, Ms Libby Eaves,  
Ms Judith Egli, Ms Kasandra El-Sheikh, Mr Haele Finau, Ms Patricia Fulgione, Mr Sai Gilla, Ms Rebecca Gooch-Andrew,  
Ms Rachael Harrington, Ms Madeleine James, Ms Natalia Janevska, Ms Jaqueline Maling, Mr Ahmed Moussa, Ms Natasha Naidu, 
Mr Christopher Norwood, Mr Jordan Oliva, Ms Dana Radovanovic, Ms Aishah Sheikh, Mr Sibi Thumapnathu Issac,  
Ms Abbey Tiernan, Mr John Wood and Ms Pam Vasiliadis. While we will miss them it is important that as lifetime learners we take 
opportunities to expand our experiences when we can. I wish them well on their future endeavours. Ms Amanda Dawson,  
Ms Rebecca Foulds, Ms Ashlee Mynott and Mr Trevor Spaliaris are all taking leave in 2020 so as to pursue teaching in alternative 
school settings and Ms Chantelle Cecchin and Ms Jasinta Savage have commenced family leave.

Finally, to our parents, I thank you for your ongoing support and entrusting your children into our daily care. I trust that you have  
enjoyed seeing your children progress as we have been delighted in teaching them. For those families who are leaving us at the 
end of the year, I wish you all the very best and hope that you enjoy your new ventures. Thank you to all our staff, parents, and  
students who have made 2019 a year to remember. On behalf of the Principal Class team, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy new year.  

 

Lino Pagano |  College Principal

 Years 8 - 12: 
   • Kheder Ali 
   • Malaika Khan 
   • Hilda Petros 
   • Anthony Pennacchia 
   • Khwahish Saluja 
   • Blessing Tanuvasa.



December 16 Years 8 & 9 End of Year Activities Celebration at Funfields
December 16-20 Canteen closed all week
December 17 Years 5/6 End of Year Activities Celebration at Funfields
December 17 Year 12 High Achievers Celebration, 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
December 17 Prep Graduation, 1:30 pm (Early Years Gym)

December 17 College Council, 6 pm
December 18 Year 7 End of Year Activities Celebration at Funfields
December 18 End of Year Assembly (Prep - 9) 9:30 am, Main Gym (Parents welcome)

December 19 Parent Helpers Morning Tea 11:00 am - 12:00 pm (Early Years)

December 20 Last day of 2019 (Students dismissed at 1 pm)

January 22 Years 7 – 10 Atlas Educational Book Collection 10 am - 3 pm (Main Gym)

January 22-24 Main Administration Office open 10 am - 3 pm
January 27 Australia Day Public Holiday (College Closed)

January 28 Curriculum Day (Students not required at school)

January 28 Prep - Year 6 Book Collection, 10 am - 4:30 pm (Main Gym)

January 28 Main Administration Office open 10 am - 4:30 pm
January 29 Curriculum Day (Students are not required at school)

January 29 Main Administration Office open 10 am - 4:30 pm
January 30 Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 and 12 students commence school for 2020
January 30 Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 Ready to Learn Interviews
January 31 Prep students commence school for 2020
January 31 Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 Ready to Learn Interviews
February 3 Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 students commence school for 2020

 &
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This week we celebrated our final Junior Years Assembly. We awarded Bronze, Silver 
and Gold GPA Certificates. Bronze awards are presented at the conclusion of each term 
to students with a 4.5+ GPA average for a single cycle. Silver awards are presented at 
the last assembly each semester to students who have maintained a 4.5+ GPA average 
for every cycle in the first and/or second semester. Gold awards are presented at the 
final assembly of the year to students who have maintained a 4.5+ GPA average  
throughout the entire year. We also recognised our inaugural  
table tennis champion, two 100% attendances and three  
silver merit award recipients.
Congratulations to all our award recipients! 



  
 

  
  
  

  
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Three of our Year 8 and 9 ESP students were selected to join the Youth 
Advocate Program after taking part in the In League In Harmony program 
in Semester 2. The youth advocate program aims to unite students from 
different backgrounds, excite students to contribute positively to their  
community through NRL experiences and inspire action; to motivate  
students to achieve their goals and inspire others.  
Students learned about the key elements of 
leadership and how to be a positive advocate. 
They were joined by representatives from 
schools in the North West region. They were 
fantastic representatives of MRC and the Elite 
Sports Program.

6



On Friday, December 6, a group of our Year 10 and 11 students graduated from their 
Microsoft 'InterACT' mentoring program. During the five workshops held over the past 
two months, students worked on building their teamwork skills, looked at how to  
model effective communication skills, participated in mock interviews and analysed 
different types of CVs and cover letters. The skills gained from these workshops will 
be invaluable for our students to apply into their lives once they graduate from school. 
A special thank you also to our College business partners, ABCN for presenting our 
students with this opportunity, and to our Microsoft mentors for donating their time to 
help support our students.

On Wednesday, December 4, the ACED program conducted 
their annual awards evening at Highgate reserve. Students 
were acknowledged for their outstanding effort and academic 
results across all subject areas as well as recognition of 
personal growth. Our Year 12 College captain, Fathia Rasyidi, 
was the guest speaker and spoke to the ACED cohort about 
always striving to do your best and with that you can change 
the world. Thank you to the staff and principal class  
members who attended the evening.
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Recently a group of Early Years student 
leaders noted they were disappointed that 
staff did not participate in the P-7  
Fun Run held earlier in the term.  
On Friday, December 6, the Early Years 
staff showed them that there is no level 
of talent amongst their teachers, whether 
it be three-legged racing, chariot racing, 
wet sponge throwing, foam javelin  
throwing or blind hurdling.  
The kids loved it!

As part of the Year 10 to 11 Step Up program, Darren Pereira from Success 
Integrated was back again this week to deliver the VCE and VCAL  
Success Strategies program. During this program, our students were  
provided with information around Study Skills, Homework, Positivity, Review 
and Reflection. Our students analysed their own personal timetables and 
used a specialised tool to work on balance in their lives. Judging from 
student responses, most got something out of the program. They certainly 
enjoyed the presentations.
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