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Dear Parents and Guardians,

It’s hard to believe we are already four weeks into Term 3! 

Last week our Senior Boy’s Rugby team travelled to Cootamundra (country NSW) for the first round of competition in the CHS County Cup 
Rugby League tournament. Our boys put on an exceptional display of rugby to defeat Edmund Rice College 20 - 0, Gunghalin College 
30 - 0 and Red Bend High School 10 - 6 (with the winning try coming in the last seconds of the match).  The team has progressed to the 
CHS Country Cup Final to be held in Bathurst next week. Our Senior Girls Rugby League team was invited to participate in an exhibition 
tournament as part of the CHS Country Cup Rugby League Gala Day.  This opportunity came about as a direct result of our partnership 
with Rugby League Victoria and our emerging female Rugby League stream of the Elite Sports Program.  Considering the tournament is 
dominated by the best rugby programs from across New South Wales, having a Victorian school invited highlights the growing reputation 
of our Elite Sports Program at a national level.  Our girls put on an outstanding display of skill, teamwork and sportsmanship coming away 
undefeated against strong competition from Murrumbidgee Regional High School and Erindale College. Congratulations to all participants 
and the coaching staff of Mr Hamish Pearce, Ms Amanda Chircop, Mr Karim Ghattas and Mr Haele Finau.  A special thank you to the 
family members who made the long trip to Cootamundra to support our students.

The subject selection process for students entering Years 10 to 12 in 2020 is in full swing. Thank you to all families who attended Course 
Counselling interviews on Thursday, August 1. Mount Ridley P-12 College offers an extensive course counselling program designed to 
help students and their families make informed decisions about education and career pathways available from Year 10 onwards.  

On Friday, August 2, our Foundation students celebrated the exciting milestone of 100 Days at School. The students and their teachers 
had a special day of celebrations including lots of fun activities based on 100.  It is always a highlight of the Principal class team to visit our 
youngest members of the College to see the smiles on their faces and eagerness to share their love for learning. 

Following highly successful tours of Italy in 2018 and 2015, we are excited to be organising our third Italy Cultural Immersion Tour for 
2020. The tour is scheduled for September 12-29, 2020 (Term 3) and is available to all students currently in Years 7- 11. Interest is high, 
so to secure a position on the Italy Cultural Immersion Tour for 2020, please ensure the expression of interest and $150 deposit is provid-
ed to the Main Administration Office by Friday, August 30, 2019. If you would like further information regarding the Italy Cultural Immersion 
Tour for 2020 Study Tour, please contact Ms Amanda Chircop, our Director of Specialised Programs at the College.

As we approach the half way mark of Term 3, the timing coincides with the release of students’ latest Grade Point Average (GPA). The 
GPA is a reporting mechanism where students’ levels of effort, behaviour and application to their studies are measured. It is hoped that the 
implementation of GPA will provide a framework whereby teachers, families and students can work together to promote positive learning 
habits and behaviours. We understand that families will have questions and we encourage you to contact your child’s teachers to discuss 
and obtain clarification around the GPA. 

 Final rehearsals are taking place for our upcoming College production, ‘Disney’s High School Musical.’ The Performing Arts team, along 
with their extremely dedicated cast and crew, have been working hard for months to ensure a stellar performance is delivered to our 
College community. The show itself is fast-paced, high energy and full of catchy numbers. To make a performance of this scale happen 
takes an enormous amount of commitment, dedication and long hours. The College production is a fantastic opportunity to strengthen our 
relationships with the community. Many families, staff members and community members have assisted with all aspects of the production. 
Not only does the College production enable us to bring the community together, it also successfully showcases and promotes the talent 
and professionalism of our students. The College production complements our school’s curriculum as it allows the students to heighten 
their confidence, teamwork and communication skills, which are all essential qualities that students need for success within school and 
beyond. Tickets are selling fast for the three nights of performances scheduled for Thursday 15, Friday 16 and Saturday 17 of August. 
Make sure you don’t miss out! 

Have a wonderful weekend with your family and friends, 

 

Helen Casey 
Assistant Principal: Community Engagement
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The MRC Animating Principle for 2019 is TEAM (Together Everyone 
Achieves More) and is linked to our Respect and Tolerance value. The 
first of many teams to be acknowledged for the effort and the nature of 
their collaborative work is our Middle/Senior Years Administration Office 
Team. Comprising of Claire, Janine, Natasha and more recently Sarah 
on Thursdays and Fridays, their work is quite broad and supports all 
teachers and other teams within the College. Together they deal with 
and support numerous staff, students and parents on a daily basis and 
always manage to do their job with a smile. They assist with our internal 
exams, external VCE exams, processing of student courses through 
VASS, communicating directly with parents, managing resources for the 
two mini-schools, managing lockers and so much more. Their numerous 
successes are due to their positive attitude, and more importantly the 
support they provide each other working as a team. Congratulations!

 

Road to Zero program aims to reduce road trauma in pre-learner drivers by building knowledge and awareness 
that will empower young road users to make safe decisions. The students participated in two virtual ‘hands on’ 
experiences. In teams, they had to create a 60 second advertisement targeting 14-17 year olds. The students 
found this a highly engaging activity using up-to-date technology. Each group’s advertisement was emailed to 
their teachers and will be viewed in class. Highlights from the Road to Zero Experience Space include a three 
minute virtual reality experience where students travel in a car from 1970 to 2055, an elevator simulation where 
students experience a dramatic ‘drop’ from the 11th floor of the Royal Exhibition Building, as well as a digital 
exploration of TAC’s well-known Graham sculpture. The students enjoyed the experience immensely.

 



The Middle Years Assembly took 
place last Thursday without the 
Year 9s who had their course 
counselling. As always, our Student 
Voice leaders did a splendid job in 
as Masters of Ceremony and we 
were also treated to a wonderful 
performance by many from the 
cast of the upcoming College 
production, High School Musical. 
Congratulations to the recipients of 
the VCAA Speaking and Listening 
certificates.









Traveling with 31 students on a seven hour bus ride may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but Mr Ghattas, Ms Chircop and 
Mr Pearce engaged the challenge and took nineteen boys from the Elite Sports Program and for the first time, twelve 
girls to an invitational 9’s tournament in Cootamundra, NSW.

It was the third time for the boys to travel north and they had a lot of pressure being the defending champions to complete 
the double. With an early start and some frost still on the ground, the boys started fast and won against Edmond Rice 
College (Woolongong) 20-0. They backed it up against Redbend Catholic College (Forbes), in what was the game of 
the tournament. Coming from behind with some classy play and scoring a converted try on the siren to win 10-6. All that 
was left to qualify for the next round was to beat Gungahlin College (Canberra) and the boys didn’t disappoint, 30-0 in 
what was one way traffic. This means for the second year running we travel interstate again to challenge the northern 
NSW winner – this time in Bathurst.

The girls were invited up to play against Murrumbidgee College and Erindale College (Canberra), two states and territories 
battling it out to see who was champion. The girls from all schools put on a great display of running Rugby League, 
some big hits and great tries. The twelve girls who represented MRC played with some serious skill and managed to 
beat both teams, comfortably establishing themselves as a powerhouse in a sport that has many opportunities starting 
for females with the expansion of the professional game. More next page!
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July 26 - Northern Metropolitan Region Finals Years 7 and 8 Girls AFL

Coach: Charlotte Dillon
MRC V Northcote, 15-13 (Win)
MRC v Montmorency, 0-9 (Loss)
MRC v Melbourne Girls, 15-13 (Win)
 
July 29 - Northern Metropolitan Region Finals Boys Netball
 
Senior Boys:
Coach: Laurelle Borck
MRC v Lalor Secondary 9-13, (Loss)
MRC v Bundoora Secondary 15-11, (Win)
 
Intermediate Boys:
Coach: Jordan Geary
MRC v Northcote High 24-25, (Loss)
MRC v University High 22-16, (Win)
MRC v Montmorency 10-17 (Loss)
 
Junior Boys:
Coach: Natalie Ognenis
MRC v Northcote High, 8-18 (Win)
MRC v Brunswick Secondary, 9-10 (Loss)
MRC v Macleod Secondary, 10-10 (Draw)

Scores against the teams were 22-10 v Murrumbidgee and  
30-10 v Erindale College.

All of the students should be very proud of their achievements 
and it has been an excellent opportunity once again to showcase 
the College interstate.

The one saving grace  on the long bus ride up and back,  
Moana, Ace Ventura and Madagascar!

Congratulations to the staff and students on this epic journey 
and successful outcome. Next stop, Bathurst!



August 12 Year 5/6 Author Visit – Morris Gleitzman

August 15 Year 10 Discovery Day 

August 15 Optus Digital Thumbprint Incursion (7A, 7B, 7D, 7E, 7F & 7G)

August 15 High School Musical Performance – Night One, 7 pm

August 16 Optus Digital Thumbprint Incursion (7H, 7I, 7J, 7K, 7L & 7M)

August 16 High School Musical Performance – Night Two, 7 pm

August 17 High School Musical Performance – Night Three, 7 pm

August 20 Year 3/4 Book Week Author Visit

August 20 College Council, 6 pm

August 22 Year 11 HHD Mercy Hospital Excursion

August 22 Year 9 Digital Thumbprint Incursion

August 23 Year 9 Digital Thumbprint Incursion

August 23 Prep & Year 2/1 Book Week Author Visit 

August 26 Year 8 Digital Thumbprint Incursion – Day 1

August 27 Father’s Day Stall (Prep-Year 4)

August 28 Father’s Day Stall (Prep-Year 4)

Aug 28-30 Year 9 Anglesea Retreat

August 29 Year 8 Digital Thumbprint Incursion – Day 2

August 29 Father’s Day Stall (Years 5-12)

August 30 Curriculum Day (students not required at school)

September 2 Year 2/1 Healesville Sanctuary
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2019 Special Group Photos 
How to Order 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 
Mount Ridley College – A Whole Year 12 Group Photo has been taken. 
 

ONLINE ORDERING  
Your school’s photos are available for secure online ordering.   

  
4 EASY STEPS TO ONLINE PHOTO ORDERING  

Step 1: Go to www.advancedlife.com.au and enter your school code - R3B QME 8NG 

Step 2: Click on the Group Photos tab (top of the page)  

Step 3: Choose the groups you would like to order from the list  

     (left side of the page, you can view them at this point) 

Step 4: Pay for the photos via the shopping cart (upper right corner of the page) 

**Online Orders attract a $1 service fee 
 

 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any queries in regards to your child’s special group photo order. 
info@advancedlifevic.com.au or 03 9852 1133 

 

Advancedlife Team 

 





ITALY CULTURAL
IMMERSION TOUR 2020

TOUR COMPONENTS

3-day Italian School Project

Verona

 14-day Italy Tour:  

Milan Venice Verona
Florence Rome.

18 days in duration 

DATES
September 12th - 29th 2020 (estimated)

YEAR LEVELS
All students currently in Year 7 to Year 11

DEPOSIT AND EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST
A $150 deposit and 'Expression of Interest
Form' must be submitted to the Main
Administration Office by Friday 30th August. 

COST
$3600  per person

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

8338
3600
chircop.amanda.a@edumail.vic.
gov.au

Amanda Chircop:
Director of Specialised
Programs





EMERGING 
MUSLIM VOICES 

A social justice program designed for young Muslims 
to enhance their skills as advocates in tackling social 

and political issues and engaging with the media. 

The workshops will include:
Self-awareness and Identity

Human Rights
Race and Gender Justice

Power and Privilege
Media Skills and Engagement

If you are 15-25 years old, live in Victoria and identify 
as Muslim this program is for you.

For more information or to get involved, send us an 
email to munira@muslimwomenscentre.org.au 

or call 9481 3000 and tell us who you are and why 
you want to be involved.

Applications close 25th August 2019.








