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Assistant Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Today we continued to support the Prep to Year 4 students on the Early Years Campus as they participated in their Athletics Carnival.  I’m ecstat-
ic to report that the future of sport at our school is looking healthy if today’s competitors were anything to go by. The students were so excited and 
the sportsmanship and encouragement across the entire Mini School was electric.  Congratulations to all those that competed and put in their 
best effort. Thank you to all the parents that came along and supported our competitors and contributed to the positive energy of the day.
Auditions for the awesome school Production for 2018, Camp Rock – The Musical have been conducted and we look forward to seeing the end 
result come opening night!  It is fantastic to see so many students taking the chance to showcase their talents in a variety of areas.  Special shout 
out to all the teachers who are providing these fantastic opportunities for our students to learn through the Arts. The show looks like it will be 
amazing with the calibre of talent we saw auditioning last week.   
The buzz word of the fortnight must be GPA - Grade Point Average.  Students, teachers and families alike, have been talking about the progress 
of our students and the ability to set goals to make real improvements in student learning.  A student’s GPA score gives families an indication of 
how the student is travelling in relation to their effort and behaviour in classes, which has a clear correlation to the outcomes of students’ grades. 
We understand that families will have questions and we encourage you to contact your child’s teachers to discuss and obtain clarification around 
the GPA.
Our school takes great pride in providing a well-rounded curriculum and extra curricula activities that provide our students with experiences and 
learning that they can build on and use in their futures.  We will continue to offer these opportunities however, it must be remembered that poor 
student attendance patterns affect student learning. The following statistics illustrate the impact on students who miss too many school days. If a 
student has a day off, once a fortnight, this would add up to 20 days in a school year (approximately 40 weeks in a school year). 20 days is the 
same as missing a tenth of a school year.
“It’s Not OK to be Away” is a state-wide initiative which we encourage our school community to embrace. The ‘fallout’ of poor attendance is very 
real. Students who have poor attendance are at risk of not achieving their full potential and therefore limit their choices in life. Other real conse-
quences include:
• Social isolation
• May place themselves at risk of harm while absent
• Could get too easily involved in socially unacceptable and / or illegal activities
• Will have gaps in their learning of knowledge and basic concepts
• May feel insecure in the school environment
• More likely to leave school early
• Be over-represented in the juvenile justice system
• Be the victims of bullying and harassment.
Monday, 12th March is Labour Day Public Holiday and students are not required at school. I wish you all an enjoyable weekend with loved ones 
and look forward to seeing the students on Tuesday.  Remember Tuesday is Athletics Carnival Day from Students in Years 5 through to Year 12.  
Good luck to all the competitors.
The GPA is a reporting mechanism where students’ levels of effort, behaviour and application to their studies are measured. It is hoped that the 
implementation of GPA will provide a framework whereby teachers, families and students can work together to promote positive learning habits 
and behaviours. The first cycle of GPA will be available on Compass on Wednesday afternoon, 28th February. Like anything new and  
unfamiliar, there will be questions which can be directed to your child’s teacher or your relevant Director of Student Learning and Teaching Prac-
tice.  
Once again, this year we have the opportunity to participate in the Coles Sports for Schools Program. Vouchers can be collected from your local 
Coles supermarket and need to be returned to the school by Friday 11 May. For every $10 spent at Coles, customers will receive one Sports for 
Schools voucher. Collection boxes are available at each Mini School Office to place your vouchers in. Vouchers earned will go towards purchas-
ing sports equipment for the school.

Kristina Heffernan
Assistant Principal – Engagement and Wellbeing

2



3



On Wednesday 28th February, Hume City Council’s 
FREEZA initiative came to Mount Ridley College to  
promote their youth services to our students.  
Freeza run a weekly meeting at the Craigieburn Youth 
Centre for young people and help give creative students 
a place to learn about the entertainment industry and 
meet new people with similar interests. Students work 
collaboratively on projects for the community such  
as running music events at local festivals as well as  
battle of the bands and more.  
 

Students who participate in FREEZA get to learn from 
industry professionals and learn hands on what it’s like 
to be involved in the entertainment industry.
While here, Tibor Gede and crew brought young band 
‘Sarahj’ along who performed a range of original songs 
and covers. Our students were able to see a fantastic 
example of what Freeza is about and sign up to be 
involved. 
Many thanks to all involved that make this event possible. 
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March 12 Labour Day Public Holiday

March 13 Years 5 - 12 Athletics Carnival

March 15 PFA Meeting – Early Years 2:10 pm - 3.10 pm

March 16 Prep Inquiry Incursion – Market Fresh

March 19 Student Voice 2018 Badge Presentation –  
Early Years Gym 6.45 pm - 8.00 pm

March 20 Year 11 PE Excursion – Obrien Group Arena

March 21 ACED Science Works Excursion

March 22 Unit 3 English SAC 2.10 pm - 3.40 pm

March 23 Early Years Assembly – Early Years Gym  
2:10 pm - 3:10 pm (parents welcome)

March 28 P - 12 weShare Parent, Teacher,  
Student Interviews, 1 pm - 8 pm

March 29 Last day of Term 1.  
Students will be dismissed at 2:30 pm

 & Upcoming events
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We’ve been cooking up a storm in OSHC 
In After School Care we love cooking healthy, delicious meals and snacks from
our Healthy Eating Cookbook. All the recipes in our cookbook support our healthy 
eating program and are officially endorsed by Nutrition Australia.

Hummus is a popular recipe from the cookbook, so we thought we’d share the recipe with 
you to try at home.

Hummus 
Best served with vegetables, corn chips or chapati
(Recipe serves 15)

You’ll need:

 1 tin of chickpeas (drained but reserve some liquid for blending)

 1-2 tablespoons of vegetable oil

 Juice of one orange

 2 tablespoons of cream cheese (optional)

Method:

1. Blend all ingredients until smooth 

2. Use as a spread for sandwiches and/or wraps, toasted bread or rice cakes.

    Serve as a dip with corn chips, veggie sticks or crackers

Come along and see what we’re cooking up
You can visit us in the program to see what healthy meals and snacks are on the menu or let us know if you 
enjoyed the hummus. 

Program details
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon.

From the Team at Camp Australia
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That’s it! There’s no need to return paper order
forms or payment receipt details to your school.

Head to scholastic.com.au/LOOP 
             or

Follow these easy steps!

LOOP
LOOP is the Scholastic Book Club 

Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform.

1   Simply grab your child’s Book Club catalogue and either SIGN-IN or REGISTER
your account.  

3   Click on ORDER and enter the item number from the Book Club catalogue.

 Looking for MORE product information? Additional content such as videos and downloads 
are available for select titles. Select your issue and enter the item number to view 
information on titles and some great resources, such as videos and reviews. 

4   All orders are linked directly to the school for submission to Scholastic. Books will still
be delivered to your child’s classroom if you order by the close date. 

It’s easy to order and pay online for your child’s Book Club order 
using your credit card. If your school is not yet in the LOOP, 

speak with your school’s Book Club Organiser.

2   Add your child’s fi rst name and last initial (so the school knows who the book is for),
then select your SCHOOL and your CHILD’S CLASS. 
Note: You can order for multiple children at once if they attend the same school.
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Jetts are proud to be associated with  
Mount Ridley College, helping to 
raise money for the school with this 
special offer for students, teachers 
and parents.

• No Joining Fee (Save $89) 
• No lock-in contracts
• Free start-up pack
• Free PT Session
• $20 cash back to the school!

Drop by the club during staffed hours 
or give us a call on 8339 7795  
to get started.

FOSTER CARE INFORMATION NIGHT
Ever thought about fostering children or young people?

Anglicare Victoria is looking for people who have a place in their heart for a child in need of a safe 
home. Care can be short term or long term. 
INFORMATION SESSION:  
Monday 16th April  |  6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Anglicare North West Region
Come along to find out more & have your questions answered.  
To book or to receive an information package please contact 
Bea Wood on 9301 5200 or beatrice.wood @anglicarevic.org.au  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD’S LIFE……AND YOUR OWN!

2018 032

03 9301 5200  |  anglicarevic.org.au 11
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ceacc 
Craigieburn Education and Community Centre Inc 

TERM 1 - 2018 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES 

PLEASE NOTE: 
All classes must be booked and fully paid 
at least  ONE WEEK before they are due 

to commence to confirm your place. 

We acknowledge the support of: 

We are Located Here! 

20 Selwyn Avenue Craigieburn 3064 
P.O. Box 239,  Craigieburn 3064 

Phone: 9308 1477 | Fax: 9305 7183  |Email: ceacc@craigieburn.org.au     

Office Hours:  9 am - 3 pm Monday to Friday 
INC. NO: A0036893L |  ABN: 69830510679  |  RTO: 3740 

TO RECEIVE  
REGULAR         
UPDATES! 

OUTREACH SERVICES 

 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous meet every      
Sunday evening here @ Selwyn House. 

Call: 1300 AA HOPE: for assistance. 

7pm to 9.30 pm 

A. A. 

Sundays 

 

People with Health Care or IMMI cards 
can come along and collect a food 
parcel. 

11 am to 1pm 
FOODBANK 

Wednesdays 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

 

For those within our community who 
suffer from or cares for people with MS.  
Share knowledge, ideas and experiences 
in a friendly atmosphere. 

MS MEETING GROUP 
6pm to 8pm 

2nd Thursday of the Month  Our Funded Courses are supported by 
Adult Community and Further Education 
(ACFE) and may attract tuition subsidies 
for certain people.  
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FUNDED CLASSES HEALTH & WELLBEING FIRST AID TRAINING 

THINGS FOR KIDS 

HOBBIES & CRAFTS 

 

Fridays  9.30 am  - 12.30 pm 

09/02/18 - 23/03/18 

JUMBUCKS  3 YEAR OLD PROGRAM 

Cost for Term 1: $240.00 

 

PUGGLES PLAYGROUP 

05/02/18 - 26/03/18 

Mondays       9 am - 11 am   (Orange) $55/Term 
Mondays     11 am - 1 pm      (Blue)     $55/Term 
Mondays       1 pm - 2.30 pm  (Red)     $33/Term 

Centre Facilitated 

 

BOPALU OCCASIONAL CARE 

Bookings are taken on a week to week basis. 
Cost $30.00 a day per child 

Tuesdays & Thursdays    9.30 am - 2.30 pm 
06/02/18 - 29/03/18 

PROVIDE BASIC EMERGENCY LIFE SUPPORT 
(HLTAID002) 

Level 1 

PROVIDE FIRST AID (HLTAID003) 
Level 2 

Saturday    17/03/18 + 24/03/18      9 am - 5 pm  

PROVIDE AN EMERGENCY FIRST AID       
RESPONSE IN AN EDUCATION & CARE     

SETTING (HLTAID004) 
Assessment only - call for details 

Saturday   21/04/18     9 am- 5 pm          

Tuition Fee: $95 

COURSE IN THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
OF ASTHMA IN THE WORKPLACE  (22282VIC) 

Saturday    10/03/18      9 am - 12 pm 

Tuition Fee: $50 

COURSE IN THE FIRST AID MANAGEMENT 
OF ANAPHYLAXIS (22300VIC) 

Saturday   10/03/18     1 pm - 4 pm     

Tuition Fee: $50 

 

ART / PAINTING CLASSES 

Cost:  $112.00  Full Fees  / $100.00 Concession 

Wednesdays  10 am - 12 pm 
07/02/18 - 28/03/18 

 

CRAFT AND KNITTING CIRCLE 

Cost: Gold coin 

Fridays   9.30 am - 12 pm  
02/02/18 - 23/03/18 

PROVIDE CPR (HLTAID001) 
Refresher 

Saturday         17/03/18       9 am - 12 pm   

Tuition Fee: $50 

Saturday         17/03/18       9 am - 5 pm   

Tuition Fee: $95 

Tuition Fee: $150 

BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS 

Wednesday  9 am - 11.30 am 
07/02/18 – 13/06/18 

Tuition Fee: $80 Subsidized  / $215 Full fees 

ADULT LITERACY & NUMERACY 

Mon, Tues, & Thurs  9 am - 2.30 pm    (15hrs p/w) 
5/02/18 - 19/06/18 

Tuition Fee: Free to eligible residents 
Full Fees: $1166 per semester 

YOGA 

Thursdays  08/02/18 - 29/03/18 (8wks) 6pm - 7pm 
Cost: $80 

PILATES 
Tuesdays 13/02/18 - 27/03/18 (7wks)  6pm - 7 pm 

Cost: $70 

 

JEWELLERY MAKING WORKSHOPS 

Cost:   

Fridays TBA  

TAI CHI 

Thursdays  08/02/18 - 29/03/18 (8wks) 7pm - 8pm 
Cost: $80 



Learning Together
Parent              Child   English   Literacy   Program

For information and enrolment contact: 
Sayanti Bhatta (VICSEG New Futures) - (03)9353 5821

AND

Wednesdays 9:30 am to 12:30pm (School Term)
Start date 21st February 2018

Mt. Ridley College Community Hub-Early Years 
2-30 Hampton St, Craigieburn VIC 3064

LEARNING TOGETHER offers 
• English classes for parents

• Early learning and care program for pre-school children

• Playgroup for parents and children after the English class

TOID 21203

VICSEG New Futures trading as New Futures Training TOID: 21203. This training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government funding. 
We encourage people with disabilities to access our training.

FREE!
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In my work as a presenter and educator I’ve visited hundreds of schools, spoken with hundreds of school leaders and 
worked with many educational innovators and researchers at the forefront of modern education. These people and 
experiences have given me valuable insights into what makes great schools tick.

Strong parent–teacher relationships are one of the hallmarks of all great schools. They’re a major contributor to 
student success. The research into schooling across the Western world reveals that positive parent–teacher 
partnerships are a more significant factor in student success than parent income levels or social status.

However, parent–teacher relationships require effort and energy from both parties if they are going to really 
benefit children and young people.

Here are five elements to guide you as a parent in forming strong bonds with your child’s teachers this year:

1. Knowing (building affinity)
Know – the first element – requires you to be both proactive and patient. Proactive because you need to be willing 
to meet and work at maintaining relationships. Patient because it may take some time to build a working 
relationship. For your partnership to be meaningful and successful you need to meet with your children’s 
teacher(s) with the goal of forming a respectful professional relationship. Share your aspirations for your child 
and be willing to build the teacher’s knowledge about your family.

Get to know your child’s teachers’ aspirations and gain an understanding of 
their approach and the focus they have for this particular year group.

Also commit to continuing to know what’s going on in the life of your child’s 
classrooms as well as the life of the school on an ongoing basis.

2. Supporting (building trust)
Children need to know that you are fully behind what their teachers are trying 
to achieve if they are going to commit fully to learning. The best way to 
support your child’s teacher is to trust their knowledge, professionalism and 

experience. Avoid the temptation to question the expertise of teachers in front of students, particularly when the 
teachers use methods that you are unfamiliar with. Initiate conversations with teachers around methodology to 
give them the chance to explain the approach they are taking.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

Working closely with your 
child’s teacher this year
by Michael Grose 

insights

EDUCATION/LEARNING 
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